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Reader !hark you, my friend! Do not begin
the story of my life till I have told you a
short tale. Two students travelled together
from Penafiel to Salamanca. Finding
themselves tired and thirsty, they stopped
by the side of a spring on the road. While
they were resting there, after having
quenched their thirst, by chance they
espied on a stone near them, even with the
ground, part of an inscription, in some
degree effaced by time, and by the tread of
flocks in the habit of watering at that
spring. Having washed the stone, they were
able to trace these words in the dialect of
Castille ;jqiii esta encerrada el alma del
licenciado Pedro Garcias. Here lies interred
the soul of the licentiate Peter Garcias.
Hey-day !roars out the younger, a lively,
heedless fellow, who could not get on with
his deciphering for laughter :T his is a good
joke indeed :H ere lies interred the soul. ....
A soul interred !.... I should like to know
the whimsical author of this ludicrous
epitaph. With this sneer he got up to go
away. His companion, who had more
sense, said within himself: Underneath this
stone lies some mystery ;I will stay, and
see the end of it. A ccordingly, he let his
comrade depart, and without loss of time
began digging round about the stone with
his knife till he got it up. Under it he found
a purse of leather, containing an hundred
ducats with a card on which was written
these words in Latin :W hoever thou art
who hast wit enough to discover the
meaning of the inscription, I appoint thee
my heir, in the hope thou wilt make a better
use of my fortune than I have done !T he
student, out of his wits at the discovery,
replaced the stone in its former position,
and set out again on the Salamanca road
with the soul of the licentiate in his pocket.
Now, my good friend and reader, no matter
who you are, you must be like one or the
other of these two students. If you
cas(Typographical errors above are due to
OCR software and dont occur in the book.)
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